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Lipschütz  ulcer  is  a challenge  in  clinical  practice,  it is  usu-
ally  under-diagnosed  or  misdiagnosed.  Furthermore,  there
is  high  anxiety  and confusion  for  patients  and  their  families
as  the  diagnosis  of  the  herpes  simplex  virus  is often  pre-
sumptively  made.  Therefore,  the  authors  highlight  to  keep
in  mind  this  unusual  diagnosis  especially  in a  young  girl  or
adolescent  with  acute  genital  ulcers.
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An unusual presentation of cutaneous
pseudolymphoma�

Dear  Editor,

Cutaneous  Pseudolymphoma  (CPL)  refers  to reactive  lym-
phoid  proliferation  simulating  cutaneous  lymphomas.  CPL
may  occur  in response to  many  kinds  of  foreign  antigens
or  factors,  such  as  injected  substances,  tattoos,  arthropod
bites,  and  so on.1 However,  in many  cases,  the reasons  can-
not  be  identified,  hence  the term  idiopathic  CPL.  CPL  has
various  clinical  presentations,  usually  including  red  plaques,
papules,  and  nodules.  Herein,  we report  a  case  of idiopathic
CPL  with  subcutaneous  nodules  on  the  back.

A  31-year-old  man presented  with  a 3-month  history  of
two  asymptomatic  subcutaneous  nodules  on  his  back.  He
was  otherwise  healthy  and there  was  no  history  of  preced-
ing  illness,  injected  substances,  vaccination,  or  insect  bite.
Physical  examination  revealed  two  coin-sized  subcutaneous
nodules  palpable  on  his  back  (Fig.  1). The  skin  overlying

� Study conducted at the Department of Dermatology, China-

Japan Friendship Hospital, Beijing, China.

the nodules  was  normal.  There  was  no  lymphadenopathy  or
hepatosplenomegaly.  The  supposed  clinical  diagnosis  of  the

Figure  1  Clinical  features  at  presentation.  Two coin-sized

subcutaneous  nodules  on the  back  (red  circle),  and the  skin

overlying  the  nodules  was  normal.
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CASE  LETTER

Figure  2  (A),  lymphocytic  nodular  infiltrate  with  several  reactive  germinal  centers  extending  into  subcutaneous  fat  (Hematoxylin

& eosin,  ×10).  (B),  Some  large,  mildly  irregular  nucleus  between  the  follicles  (Hematoxylin  &  eosin,  ×400).

Figure  3  Immunohistochemistry  of  CD3,  CD20,  CD21,  Ki67  (about  15%)  were  positive  (original  magnification  ×40).

nodules  was  lipoma  before  the biopsy.  Tests  for  HBsAg,  anti-
HCV  antibody,  anti-HIV  antibody,  and  syphilis  antibody  were
negative.  Chest,  abdominal  and  pelvic  CT did not reveal
any  abnormality.  The  biopsy  specimen  taken  from  a subcu-
taneous  nodule  showed  lymphocytic  nodular  infiltrate  with
several  reactive  germinal  centers,  extending  into  subcu-
taneous  fat  (Fig.  2a).  Some  nuclei  between  the follicles

were  large  and  mildly  irregular  (Fig.  2b).  Immunohisto-
chemistry  demonstrated  positive  for  CD3,  CD4,  CD8,  CD20,
CD138,  KAPPA  (few  and scattered),  LAMBDA  (few  and  scat-
tered),  Ki67  (presented  a level  proliferation  index  of about
15%),  and negative  for  CD30.  CD21 expression  exhibited
atrophic  follicular  dendritic  cell  network  (Fig.  3). Poly-
merase  chain  reaction  amplification  showed  polyclonality
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for  immunoglobulin  heavy  chain  and  T-cell  gamma  chain
gene  rearrangements.  Based  on  the  above  findings,  a diag-
nosis  of  idiopathic  CPL  was  rendered.  The  patient  received
surgical  therapy.  In  the  following-up  seven  years,  the  lesions
did  not  reappear,  and  the patient  was  healthy.

Cutaneous  Pseudolymphoma  (CPL)  is  not  an uncommon
condition,  which  considers  a group  of  benign  cutaneous
lymphoproliferative  disorders  and very  rarely  progresses  to
lymphoma.  The  clinical  presentation  of  CPL  has a wide  spec-
trum.  The  most  common  clinical  manifestations  are red
to  violaceous  nodules,  papules,  or  plaques  on  the  exposed
areas,  especially  on  the face and  neck.  Subcutaneous  nod-
ules,  as in our  case,  are the uncommon  presentation  of CPL,
which  have been  described  in several  cases  occurring  sec-
ondary  to  feline  scratches  or  injection  of  vaccines.2---4 In
addition,  the  lesions  in  previous  cases are all  on extrem-
ities,  especially  upper  arms.  However,  an  etiology  cannot
be  identified  in our case,  and the  subcutaneous  nodules
are  on  the  back.  To  our  knowledge,  this is  the  first report
of  idiopathic  CPL  with  subcutaneous  nodules  on  the back.
CPL  may  resolve  spontaneously  or  persist  indefinitely.  There
are  no  specific  treatments  for  CPL.  Present  therapeutic
approaches  include  surgical  excision,  photodynamic  ther-
apy,  interferon,  radiotherapy,  topical  corticosteroids,  and
so  on.  Despite  a  relatively  good  prognosis,  a few  CPL  can
progress  to  lymphoma,5 so  a  long-term  follow-up  is  indis-
pensable.
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Cutaneous tuberculosis chancre:
case description in a child�

Dear  Editor,

Cutaneous  tuberculosis  (CTB)  is  an infection  caused
by  Mycobacterium  tuberculosis, M. bovis  or  Bacillus
Calmette-Guérin  (BCG),  used in immunizations.  Clinical

� Study conducted at the Department of  Infectology, Dermatol-

ogy, Diagnostic Imaging and Radiotherapy, Faculdade de Medicina,

Universidade Estadual Paulista, Botucatu, SP, Brazil.

manifestations  are variable  and  depend  on  several  factors,
such  as  the host’s  immune  status.1,2

The  extrapulmonary  forms  of tuberculosis  account  for
approximately  10% of  cases,  with  1% to  2% occurring  on  the
skin.3,4 Children  have  this form  of  disease  more  frequently,
possibly  due  to  the immaturity  of  their  immune  system.

An  eight-year-old  male  patient  presented  with  an  ery-
thematous  papule  on  the medial  aspect  of  the right  thigh,
which  developed  into  an ulcerated  nodule  followed  by the
appearance  of  another  ulcerated  nodule  nearby  after  a  few
days  (Fig.  1). He  denied  local  trauma  or  systemic  symptoms.
On  dermatological  examination,  there  was  an indurated
plaque  with  2 well-defined  lesions  (measuring  3 × 2 cm  and

685
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