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SYNDROME IN QUESTION

Do you know this syndrome? Harlequin syndrome*
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CASE REPORT

A 34-year-old male patient presented with a 5-month his-

him social embarrassment. These skin changes could be reproduced 

disorder, which has been treated with medication (escitalopram, so-

Neurological and ophthalmological evaluations were  nor-

idiopathic harlequin syndrome was made. 
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FIGURE 1: 
Patient 
demonstrating 

sweating only 
on the right 
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FIGURE 2: (A) Right side. (B) 
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DISCUSSION

et al.

1,2 leading to 

2 -
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Although rare, it is a remarkable disease.2

-

1,4

Oculosympathetic paresis may be associated but is not al-

ways present.2

syndrome.4 Although most patients have normal pupils, the abnor-

syndrome, characterized by ptosis, miosis and enophthalmus.2

caused by an underlying disease or a structural lesion (i.e., second-

-
5 

The neurological damage can occur anywhere along  the sympathet-
1,3

The syndrome is most common in women, and social em-
5 

Thorough investigation is required to rule out underlying structural 
1,3

Most patients do not require medical or surgical treatment 

unless there is an underlying disease. Where embarrassment is sig-

sympathectomy should be considered.1,2 

provide multidisciplinary assistance. 
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