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LETTER -  TROPICAL/INFECTIOUS AND
PARASITIC  DERMATOLOGY

Dermoscopic findings in human
monkeypox infection�

Dear  Editor,

Currently,  Brazil  and  several  other  countries  are  reporting
a  rapid  increase  in Monkeypox  Infection  (MPX) cases,  espe-
cially  in  Men who  have  Sex  with  Men  (MSM),  with  no  apparent
epidemiological  links to  endemic  areas,  representing  an
important  global  public  health  concern.1 This  emerging
zoonotic  disease,  previously  seen  only  in West  and  Central
Africa,  is  an Orthopox  virus  transmitted  through  intimate
contact  and air  droplets,  with  the  possibility  of spreading
via sexual  fluids.2,3 A 37-year-old  patient,  identifying  himself
as  an  MSM,  presented  to  the urgency  unit  at our  University
Hospital,  for  a  light pruritic  cutaneous  eruption  that had
appeared  4  days  before,  with  multiple  vesicular  papules  or
erythematous-exulcerated  pustules  on  limbs,  face,  trunk,
penis,  and  perianal  region,  some  with  marked  umbilication
and  central  crusting  (Figs.  1  and  2).  He  also  presented  with
left  cervical  lymphadenopathy.  Prior  to  the appearance  of
skin  lesions,  he  had reported  headache,  low-grade  fever,
and  malaise  for 2  days.  The  patient  did  not  recall  being

Figure  1 Vesiculopustular  lesions  with  central  ulceration  at  the  plantar  surface  (A),  and  thigh  (B).

� Study conducted at the Hospital das Clínicas, Universidade
Federal de Goiás, Goiânia, GO, Brasil.

in close  contact  with  animals  and denied traveling  abroad
but  mentioned  some occasions  of  condomless  sexual  inter-
course  in  the preceding  weeks.  Dermoscopy  showed  whitish
structureless  areas  with  brownish  central  crusts  or  ulcera-
tions  and  perilesional  erythema  (Figs.  3 and 4).4 After the
clinical  examination,  notification  of a  suspected  case  of
MPX  was  performed,  blood  tests  were  taken  and  the  col-
lection  of  scrapings  or  fluid from  the floor  of  the  lesions  to
detect  Monkeypox  (MP)  DNA  using  the Real-Time  Polymerase
Chain  Reaction  (RT-PCR)  assay  was  scheduled.  The  patient
was  discharged  home,  with  all  contact  and  droplet  isola-
tion  measures  guidelines.  Serology  examination  was  positive
for  syphilis  (VDRL  1:1024),  and  also  reactive  for  HIV (rapid
test  and immunoassay);  tests  for  hepatitis  B  and  C  were
non-reactive;  RT-PCR  assay  for  MP  was  positive.

Some  of  the symptoms  of  this  patient,  prior  to  the
initiation  of antibiotic  therapy,  could  also  be considered
concurrent  manifestations  of syphilis.5 The  patient  received
a  prescription  for  treatment  of  secondary  syphilis  with  ben-
zathine  penicillin  and  was  referred  to  an infectious  disease
specialist  to  start  treatment  for  HIV.
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Figure  2 Typical  MPX  vesiculopustular  lesions  with  central  ulceration  at face  (A)  and  penis  (B).

Figure  3  Dermoscopic  images  of  MKX  showing  ulcerated  pink  or  crusted  brownish  central  area,  with  white  peripheral  halo  and

perilesional  erythema  at  the  plantar  surface  (A),  index  finger  (B),  and  thigh  (C).

Figure  4  Dermatoscopic  features  of  MKX  lesions:  central  structureless  pinkish  or  with  brown  crusting  area,  with  white  peripheral

halo, circulated  by  pink  clods  and perilesional  erythema,  at face (A),  penis  (B),  and  perianal  area  (C).
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Therefore,  the currently  dominant  interhuman  spread
in  MSM  with  possible  other  Sexually  Transmitted  Infections
(STI)  coinfections  is  a valid  cause  for  better  awareness  of
MPX  in  dermatovenerologic  settings,  as  the  patient  might
seek  those  prior  to visiting  other  specialists.  Recently  MPX
is  spreading  rapidly  in the  world,  especially  due  to  MSM.
These  patients  often  have  combinations  of  several  STIs. So,
it  is  necessary  to  consider  the diagnosis  of  MPX  in all  MSM
patients  with  typical  rash  and risky  sexual  behavior.  For
these  cases,  it is  important  to  ensure  accessible,  rapid,  and
reliable  tests  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  the  diseases.
Dermoscopy  could  be  a  very  useful  supplementary  diagnos-
tic  method  in  the  evaluation  of  MPX  and other  viral  skin
infections.6,7
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Severe paracoccidioidomycosis,
with a fatal outcome and incidence
related to  an  environmental event�

Dear  Editor,

Paracoccidioidomycosis  is  the  main systemic  mycosis  in Latin
America.1 It mainly  affects  rural  residents  due  to  soil  manip-
ulation  and  infection  caused  by  inhalation  of the  fungi.2

� Study conducted at the Service of  Dermatology, Hospital Uni-
versitário Gaffrée e  Guinle, School of  Medicine and Surgery,
Universidade Federal do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro,
RJ, Brazil

The  clinical  classification  of the  disease  comprehends  a
chronic  form  that  occurs  in adults,  responsible  for 80%  of
cases,  and  the  acute/subacute  juvenile  form,  representing
20%  of  the cases.3

The  authors  report  the case  of  an  adult  woman  with  a
severe  and  atypical  form  of the disease,  living in an urban
area  where  several  cases were  described  related  to  local
environmental  changes  secondary  to  intense  and prolonged
soil  movement  during  the construction  of  a metropolitan
area  highway  that  crosses  urban  centers  in  the state  of  Rio
de  Janeiro.4

A  61-year-old  female  patient,  housewife,  born  and  resid-
ing  in  the urban  area  of the  municipality  of  Nova  Iguaçu,
state  of Rio  de Janeiro,  Brazil,  presented  with  jaundice  asso-
ciated  with  abdominal  pain  for  five  months.  She  developed
ascites,  with  weight  loss  and an increased  number  of  lesions.
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